Foundation Standard 5

LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES

INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES

1. Instruct the student to read Diversified Health Occupations.
2. Instruct the student to define key terms.

3. Assign student activity “Legal Terms Crossword Puzzle”.
4. Instruct the student to complete the workbook assignment for 


Diversified Health Occupations.
5. Role-play scenarios demonstrating selected legal/ethical issues.

6. Assign student to produce a scrapbook of legal and ethical healthcare 


issues from newspapers and magazine articles.

7. Instruct student to write an essay on a particular legal issue or ethical 


situation.

8. Assign student activity “Legal Aspects”.
9. Assist student in presenting a mock trial to depict a particular legal 


scenario.

10. Present an activity to compare and contrast the Patient’s Bill of Rights 


and the Resident’s Bill of Rights. (Diversified Health Occupations).
11. Arrange for student to visit a courtroom during a trial regarding a legal 


healthcare issue.

12. Assign student to record personal observations on mock nurse’s 


notes and make error corrections using professional standards.

13. Invite a lawyer or legal nurse consultant to visit classroom and discuss 
legal/ethical issues.

14. Discuss related health careers.

15. Instruct the student to take notes and participate in class discussion 


and activities.  (See notes in the Diversified Health Occupations: 


Teacher’s Resource Kit.)

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS/RESOURCES

1.
Thomas. Tabor’s Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary.

2.
Simmers.     Diversified Health Occupations.

3.
Simmers.     Diversified Health Occupations: Teacher’s Resource Kit.

4.
Simmers.     Diversified Health Occupations:  Workbook.

5.
Flight, Myrtle R. Law, Liability, and Ethics for Medical Office Personnel 

Albany, NY: Delmar Publishers, 1993.

6.
Rights of Patients and Ethical/Legal Aspects of Nursing Practice, AJN, 


Educational Services Division; 10 Columbus Circle, NY, NY 10019.

7.
Veatch, Tobert M. Case Studies in Allied Health Ethics. Upper Saddle 

River, NJ: Brady/Prentice Hall, 1997.

8. Judson, Karen Law & Ethics for Medical Careers, 2e, Glencoe/McGraw-

Hill, 1999.

9.
Websites:
http://www.cyber-nurse.com/page/ethical.htm


http://www.cchs.edu/ceu/5ceus.htm

 
http://www.opuscomm.com/
10.
PowerPoint presentations:
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SUPPLEMENTAL KEY TERMS

Advanced directives

Breach

Felony

Litigation

Professional standards

Reasonable care

Scope of practice

Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA)






RELATED HEALTH CAREERS

Legal Nurse Consultants

Nurse Attorneys

Nurse Juris Doctorate (JDs)

NAME________________________________________________
DATE________________

LEGAL ASPECTS

MATCH THE FOLLOWING:

1.   _____  Assault

2.   _____  Battery

3.   _____  Contract

4.   _____  Crime or tort

5.   _____  Libel

6.   _____  Negligence

7.   _____  Property responsibility

8.   _____  Slander

9.   _____  Will

10. _____  Consent




a. Any wrongful act in the eyes of the law.

b. Verbal or written agreement between two or more people.

c. Carrying out a threat to do bodily harm to another person.

d. Careless or unskilled action that results in harm to a patient.

e. Damaging or untrue oral statements about a person.

f. Damaging or untrue written statements about a person.

g. Safeguarding a patient’s property and belongings.

h. A document controlling disposal of property after death.

i. A threat or attempt to do harm to another person’s body.

j. To give permission.

MATCH THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS WITH THE LEGAL ASPECTS THAT WOULD BE INVOLVED:




A.
Assault
F.
Invasion of privacy




B.
Battery
G.
Negligence




C.
Contract
H.
Slander




D.
False imprisonment
I.
Will




E.
Libel
J.
Felony

____ 1.
Your patient, Mrs. K., asks to be turned on her left side.  You do so, but you leave her too near the edge of the bed, and she rolls off and falls to the floor.

____ 2.
Gloria, another nurse, calls to tell you about a wonderful opportunity to go to Alaska.  You have been on a private duty case for two weeks, but this new prospect offers you a higher salary.  You decide to leave the case and go to Alaska, even though there is no replacement for you.

____ 3.
Mr. G., an extremely ill and difficult patient, has tried your patience to the breaking point.  You advise the new night nurse to resign from the case because the patient is mentally ill and does not know what he is doing.

____4.
Mr. F. is an elderly patient who has a great fear of hypodermic needles.  He moves so much that you are unable to give him his injection.  In order to quiet him, you give him a sharp slap on the arm.

____5.
Mrs. P. insists on getting out of bed without the doctor’s permission.  To keep her in bed you apply mild wrist and ankle restraints.

____6.
Your patient’s mother lives out of town and writes frequently to ask about her daughter’s condition.  In one of your written replies, you tell her not to worry so much about her daughter because she really is not ill, but is trying to get attention.

____7.
Mrs. K. is a restless patient who continually knocks equipment and utensils off her bedside table, keeping other patients awake.  You tell her that if she does not settle down, you will have to tie her hands to the bed.

____8.
While admitting a critically injured patient to the accident ward, you allow a news photographer to take the patient’s picture without his or her consent.

____9.
Mrs. Jones wants her daughter to receive her ring after she dies.

____10.
Murder is this kind of crime.









Answer Key

LEGAL ASPECTS

MATCH THE FOLLOWING:

__i__  1.   Assault

__c._  2.   Battery

__b.__3    Contract

__a.__4.   Crime or tort

__f.__ 5.   Libel

__d.__6.   Negligence

__g__ 7.   Property responsibility

__e.__8.   Slander

__h.__9.   Will

__j.__10.  Consent




a. Any wrongful act in the eyes of the law.

b. Verbal or written agreement between two or more people.

c. Carrying out a threat to do bodily harm to another person.

d. Careless or unskilled action that results in harm to a patient.

e. Damaging or untrue oral statements about a person.

f. Damaging or untrue written statements about a person.

g. Safeguarding a patient’s property and belongings.

h. A document controlling disposal of property after death.

i. A threat or attempt to do harm to another person’s body.

j. To give permission.

MATCH THE FOLLOWING SITUATIONS WITH THE LEGAL ASPECTS THAT WOULD BE INVOLVED:




A.
Assault
F.
Invasion of privacy




B.
Battery
G.
Negligence




C.
Contract
H.
Slander




D.
False imprisonment
I.
Will




E.
Libel
J.
Felony

__G.__1.
Your patient, Mrs. K., asks to be turned on her left side.  You do so, but you leave her too near the edge of the bed, and she rolls off and falls to the floor.

__C.__ 2.
Gloria, another nurse, calls to tell you about a wonderful opportunity to go to Alaska.  You have been on a private duty case for two weeks, but this new prospect offers you a higher salary.  You decide to leave the case and go to Alaska,  even though there is no replacement for you.

__H.__ 3.
Mr. G., an extremely ill and difficult patient, has tried your patience to the breaking point.  You advise the new night nurse to resign from the case because the patient is mentally ill and does not know what he is doing.

__B.__4.
Mr. F. is an elderly patient who has a great fear of hypodermic needles.  He moves so much that you are unable to give him his injection.  In order to quiet him, you give him a sharp slap on the arm.

__D.__5.
Mrs. P. insists on getting out of bed without the doctor’s permission.  To keep her in bed you apply mild wrist 
and ankle restraints.

__E.__6.
Your patient’s mother lives out of town and writes frequently to ask about her daughter’s condition.  In one of your written replies, you tell her not to worry so much about her daughter because she really is not ill, but is trying to get attention.

__A.__7.
Mrs. K. is a restless patient who continually knocks equipment and utensils off her bedside table, keeping other patients awake.  You tell her that if she does not settle down, you will have to tie her hands to the bed.

__F.__8.
While admitting a critically injured patient to the accident ward, you allow a news photographer to take the patient’s picture without his or her consent.

__I.__9.

Mrs. Jones wants her daughter to receive her ring after she dies.

__J._10.
Murder is this kind of crime.

Compare and Contrast

After reviewing a copy of “Patient’s Bill of Rights” and “Resident’s Bill of Rights,” compare and contrast each item. How are they similar?  How are they different?
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Name_________________________________________  
Date__________________________

LEGAL TERMS

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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LEGAL TERMS

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS CLUES

4.
Doing something the law allows.

7.
Not doing something you were 

      
supposed to do, resulting in harm

      
to a patient.

8.
Civil wrong.

10. The way you feel.

11. Unnecessary exposure of an 


individual. (three words)

13. To destroy the reputation of.

19. Within the bounds of what is 

      rational (two words).

20. Written document disposing of 

      personal belongings.

21. Unlawful beating or the use of

      force on a person.


DOWN CLUES
1.
Damaging or untrue written 


statements that could hurt a person’s


reputation.

2.
Doing something wrong that results 


results in harm to a patient.

3.
Hatred or bad feelings toward 


another.

5.
Lawsuit.

6.
Not speaking.

9.
Serious crime that results in at least


one year's imprisonment.

12.
Not subject to disclosure in a court 


of law.

14.
Unlawful threat to harm someone.

15.
Legal writings concerning a patient’s


illness.

16.
Breaking the law.

17.
To grant permission.

18.
Something that comes between two


objects.

Answer Key

LEGAL TERMS

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES

Health Science Technology



This presentation will probably involve audience discussion, which will create action items.  Use PowerPoint to keep track of these action items during your presentation



		In Slide Show, click on the right mouse button

		Select “Meeting Minder”

		Select the “Action Items” tab

		Type in action items as they come up

		Click OK to dismiss this box





This will automatically create an Action Item slide at the end of your presentation with your points entered.







LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES

		CIVIL LAW 



DEALING WITH LEGAL RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN PEOPLE



		CRIMINAL LAW



DEALING WITH WRONGS AGAINST A PERSON, PROPERTY, OR SOCIETY







HEALTHCARE IS AFFECTED BY:

		CIVIL LAW



CONTRACTS

TORTS

WRONGFUL ACT THAT DOES NOT INVOLVE A CONTRACT

		CRIMINAL LAW



PRACTICING WITHOUT REQUIRED LICENSE

MISUSE OF NARCOTICS

THEFT

MURDER







HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS 

		REQUIRED TO KNOW AND FOLLOW STATE LAWS THAT REGULATE THEIR LICENSE OR REGISTRATION AND SET STANDARDS FOR THEIR PROFESSION.









TORTS

		CIVAL WRONGS AS OPPOSED TO CRIMES

		CAN LEAD TO LEGAL ACTIONS

		OPEN TO LEGAL INTERPRETATIONS









MALPRACTICE

		“BAD PRACTICE”

		PROVIDING IMPROPER OR UNPROFESSIONAL TREATMENT OR CARE THAT RESULTS IN INJURY TO A PERSON

		CLOSELY RELATED TO NEGLEIGENCE





EXAMPLES

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATIONS BY HEALTH WORKER WITH NO TRAINING/KNOWLEDGE OF MEDICATIONS







NEGLIGENCE

		FAILURE TO GIVE CARE THAT IS NORMALLY EXPECTED OF A PERSON IN A PARTICULAR POSITION, WITH RESULTING INJURY TO ANOTHER PERSON



EXAMPLES

FALLS AND INJURIES THAT OCCUR WHEN SIDERAILS ARE LEFT DOWN

USING OR NOT REPORTING DEFECTIVE EQUIPMENT

INFECTIONS CAUSED BY USE ON NON-STERILE INSTRUMENTS AND/OR SUPPLIES

BURNS CAUSED BY IMPROPER HEAT OR RADIATION TREATMENTS







CONSENT

		WRITTEN 

		VERBAL 

		INFORMED









INVASION OF PRIVACY

		UNNECESSARY EXPOSURE OF AN INDIVIDUAL OR REVEALING PERSONAL INFORMATION ABOUT AN INDIVIDUAL WITHOUT CONSENT



EXAMPLES

IMPROPER DRAPING OR COVERING OF A PATIENT DURING A PROCEDURE THAT ALLOWS OTHER PATIENTS OR PERSONNEL TO SEE THE PATIENT EXPOSED

SENDING INFORMATION TO AN INSURANCE COMPANY WITHOUT THE PATIENT’S WRITTEN PERMISSION

TELLING NEWS MEDIA ABOUT INDIV







ASSAULT & BATTERY

		ASSAULT



CAN INCLUDE A THREAT OR ATTEMPT TO INJURY

		BATTERY



UNLAWFUL TOUCHING OF ANOTHER PERSON WITHOUT CONSENT








