Health Careers 

High School CareerTech Health Courses

Introduction to Health Careers

Course Description: Introduction to Health Careers is designed to introduce high school students to the broad spectrum of health career opportunities and health career pathways. Students will develop a concept of critical health issues from the perspective of a health consumer as well as a potential health professional.  This course will incorporate an emphasis on science and math related to the health field.

Units of Instruction and Unit Objectives 

· Overview of Health Careers

1. Describe personal characteristics of a health care worker from the perspective of a consumer

2. Review health careers within the therapeutic, diagnostic, informational and environmental systems.

3. Identify the technology utilized in each of the four systems.

4. Identify the collaborative role of team members between the systems to deliver quality health care.

5. Utilize keyboarding skills to access, process, and retrieve information.

6. Organize, write, and compile ideas into reports and summaries.

· Health Care Safety

1. Identify safety violations in the classroom, lab and workplace.

2. Apply safety principles to the school and workplace.

3. Document an incident on the appropriate form.

4. Participate in a fire/tornado/bomb threat evacuation drill.

5. Apply standard precautions to all tasks performed in the workplace.

6. Handle and dispose of hazardous materials properly.

7. Analyze the disease transmission process in given situations.

8. Perform medically aseptic hand washing technique.

9. Analyze situations for appropriate aseptic techniques.

· Health Communications

1. Develop oral communications skills.

2. Adjust communication to other’s ability to understand.

3. Apply the elements of communication using the sender-receiver model.

4. Apply active listening skills using reflection, restatement, and clarification techniques.

5. Develop written communication skills.

· Diagnostic Careers

1. Describe the essential core qualities demonstrated by effective diagnostic health care workers.

2. State the educational and licensing requirements of diagnostic careers in which you are interested.

3. Define the careers within the diagnostic career pathway and research a minimum of three of those careers.

· Therapeutic Careers

1. Describe the essential core qualities demonstrated by effective therapeutic health career workers.

2. State the educational and licensing requirements of therapeutic careers in which you are interested.

3. Define the careers within the therapeutic career pathway and research a minimum of three of those careers.

· Environmental Support Services Careers

1. Describe the essential core qualities demonstrated by effective environmental support services health career workers.

2. State the educational and licensing requirements of environmental support services careers in which you are interested.

3. Define the careers within the environmental support services career pathway and research a minimum of three of those careers.

· Special Case Studies

· Impact of Infectious Disease

Emerging and Re-emerging Infectious Diseases is designed to help students develop the following major goals associated with biological literacy: (1) to understand a set of basic scientific principles related to emerging and re-emerging infectious diseases, (2) to experience the process of inquiry and develop an enhanced understanding of the nature and methods of science, and (3) to recognize the role of science in society and the relationship between basic science and personal and public health.

· Grossology 

Grossology is designed to interest students in science as it relates to the human body.  Through the major goals students will (1) understand a set of basic scientific principles related to human body functions, (2) experience the process of inquiry and develop an enhanced understanding of gross bodily functions as it relates to science, (3) to recognize the role of science in health careers as it relates to research, anatomy and physiology and patient care.

· Forensic Science

Forensics is designed to interest students in the science of solving crimes.  This area of science is extremely related to the field of medicine This case study will help students understand the responsibility of the medical examiner or crime investigation team when visiting a crime scene, conduct an investigation, examine the medical evidence and laboratory reports, study the victim's medical history, and put all this information together in a report.
· Health Professional Seminars

· Introduction to Portfolio Development for Health Careers

1. Understand the criteria required for a health career student portfolio.

2. Organize their own personal records and information to include within their portfolios.

3. Demonstrate technical skills such as fax, e-mail and internet to access and distribute needed information.

· Professionalism and Confidentiality

1. Compare published professional cedes of ethics.

2. Identify ethical issues related to health care delivery

3. Describe the consequences of breech of confidentiality.

