





Employment in My Community
The purpose of this activity is to identify the type and availability of employment opportunities in your community. 

Materials/Supplies

Pens/ colored markers, paper, graphing materials, phone books, employment information from local Chamber of Commerce
Activity

· Students will construct a graph representing the number of various business/industry establishments in their community and/or area.
· Divide the class into groups. Provide each group with a telephone book and other research materials.

· Have each group identify the number of businesses in each of these categories: 

Construction 

Health Care

Accommodation and Food Service

Transportation

Manufacturing

Law Firms/Lawyers

Communication 

Agriculture/Agri-business
· Have each group use the results to make a large graph showing the number of businesses in each category. (Use pictures, yarn, and other materials.)

Which category has the most businesses?

Which category has the least businesses?
· Discuss possible reasons for disparities (e.g., Why are there three law firms and 13 medical establishments?

Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on their graph, team participation, research, and data interpretation skills. 

Additional Resources
Subject


Math





Concept


Research, Brainstorm, Evaluation





Grade Level


9-12





National Career Guidelines


Integrate changing employment trends, societal needs, and economic conditions into your career plans.  (CM 5)





Type of Activity


Team project with whole class discussion





Related Occupations


Employment Development/Services








