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Women in History
The student will describe the role of women in the development of the United States.
Materials/Supplies

Whiteboard, markers, OKCareerGuide.org
Activity

· Students will identify nontraditional jobs for females and males. It is the intent of this activity to break down gender stereotypes and show that many rewarding career choices can be made from areas traditionally thought suitable for only one gender. 

· If necessary, define traditional and nontraditional jobs for the students.


NOTE: Refer to             symbol next to occupation to know if it is                                                                                                nontraditional.     

· Have students identify 10 jobs which are not traditional jobs for females.

· Have students identify 10 jobs which are not traditional jobs for males.
· Using the list of 10 jobs, invite a guest speaker to visit with the students. (e.g., male nurse or female construction worker) 
· Have students select one of the jobs they have identified that would be nontraditional for them. Then have them research it to determine if they or other members of their sex could be employed in that job by analyzing the skills required for the job. Consider the following: 
· The activities of the job 

· The skills necessary to carry out each activity 

· The training and/or experience needed to develop each skill 

· Have students discuss the following questions from their research:
· What are the most important qualities or skills for the job? 

· Are any skills gender-related (that is, they can only be performed by one gender)? Why? Can you think of any exceptions? 

· If skills are not gender-related, why are members of one gender not found working in that job? 

· If skills are not gender-related, can training/education be obtained for members of both genders? If not, why? 

· Would you be interested in working at this job? Why or Why not?
Evaluation

Students will be evaluated on how well they have identified jobs which are predominantly held by one gender or the other, how well they have identified the skills required for those jobs, and participation in the discussion.
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