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Questions to ask when reading graphs:

Analyze the graphs below and write a reflection on what you think the graphs
are communicating to you. To guide you with your response, start with some
observations.
e What are the topics of the graphs? >
e What quantities are being compared? (If there are x- and y- axes,
what do they represent?) >
e What are some observations that you can make based on the graphs?

e What do you foresee happening in the next 10 years?

Is there an upward or downward trend?
Are there any sudden spikes in the
graph?

What is being compared in the graph?
What prediction can | make for the
future?

What inferences can | make about the
graph?

The pathway by which plastic enters the world’s oceans i

Estimates of global plastics entering the oceans from land-based sources in 2010 based on the pathway from primary production through to marine plastic inputs.

Global primary plastic production:
270 million tonnes per year

production from previous years.

Coastal plastic waste:

99.5 million tonnes per

This Is the total of plastic waste generated

by all populations within 50 kilometres of a
coastline (therefore at risk of entering the ocean).

Mismanaged coastal plastic Plastic in surface waters:
waste: 31. illion tonnes per year 10,000s to 100,000s tonnes

of inadeguately managed and There is a wide range of estimates of the
littered plast €O PO ns. quantity of plastics in surface waters.
Inadequately manag Va3 cH It remains unclear where the majority of
is stored in open plastic Inputs end up — a large quantity
(and therefore at risk of leakage or loss) might accumdate at greater depths or on

# Plastic inputs to the oceans: e sssfiooc
8 million tonnes per year
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Plastic Can Take 500 Years To Bio-Degrade In The Ocean

Estimated number of years for selected items to bio-degrade in a marine environment’
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* Exact time varie nd marine conditions. Cigarette butts
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O@@®@ amisocerybn

@statistaCharts SO OAA, Woods Hole Sea Grant Statlsta 5




