KWL Chart

Create a chart with three columns entitled:

K:  What I know about the topic
W:  What I want to know about the topic

L:  What I learned about the topic
Before beginning the class, have students brainstorm individually or in groups, putting the information under the correct column.  First have students write in the column, what I know.  Then have them address the column, what I want to know.  At the end of the unit/lesson, have students complete the column, what I learned.

Advantages of KWL:

· Provides an introduction/beginning for a unit/chapter with student participation

· Can be used individually or in groups

· Provides feedback and direction to the teacher

· Encourages students to organize their thoughts about the subject matter

· Brings to the attention of the student what they have actually learned at unit completion

Disadvantages of KWL:

· Must take students through all three columns (from beginning of unit to end of unit)

How I could use this strategy in my classroom

__________________________________________________________

