Creativity and Play, the Dr. Seuss Way
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Lesson Plan Title:
The Value of Play

Subject Area:
Recommended course(s):
FACS 1, Parenting and Child Development




Aligned to NASAFACS Standards:
15.2.1 Choose nurturing practices that support human growth and development.







Objectives:
Students will summarize an article on the importance of creativity and play.  Students will create a character for an imaginary Dr. Seuss book using Play-Do.  Students will evaluate Play-Do for ways that it can help children development Physically, Intellectually, Emotionally and Socially.  Students will create a profile for their character, take a digital photo and present their character to the class.








	Materials needed:
Computer and SmartBoard
Digital Camera/Phone
Play-Do in assorted colors
	Resources:
Ted Talk video http://www.ted.com/talks/tim_brown_on_creativity_and_play
Article
The Importance of Creativity and How to Foster It (article in folder) 
Lesson Plan
http://www.familyconsumersciences.com/2013/08/creativity-play-the-dr-seuss-way/
Play-Do Evaluation Sheet http://familyconsumersciences.com/wp-content/uploads/Play-doh-Evaluation-for-Play-Lesson.pdf
Dr. Seuss Lab Chart  
http://familyconsumersciences.com/wp-content/uploads/Dr.-Seuss-Play-doh-Chart.pdf



Lesson Summary/Outline:
This has been one of the favorite lessons that my students have done.  They all love to play and create with Play-Do.  We use this to learn the importance of creativity in play and how open-ended toys, like Play-Do benefit children in multiple ways.  Students read, write, create, evaluate and present. 








Motivator/Opening:
Play-Do will be placed out for students to see when they enter the room, but I will not tell them what it is for, though they will ask and ask.  On the SmartBoard I have a Bell Ringer asking 2 questions: 1. How do you define creativity?  2. How is creativity useful?  Discuss answers





	Activities:
Students will read the article “The Importance of CREATIVITY and How to Foster It.”  

Ask students what is their favorite Dr. Seuss book then read aloud, “Oh, the Thinks You Can Think!”

Students are told to imagine that a lost manuscript of short stories by Dr. Seuss has been discovered.  Help is needed to create some original characters for this new collection of short stories.  Students create and photograph a character from Play-Do and write a profile of the character.  


	Assignments:
Students will outline the article in bullet/outline form.

After making their Play-Do character, students will complete a Play-Do evaluation sheet and a Dr. Seuss Lab Chart.

Students present their creations to class as their photos are displayed on the SmartBoard.



Evaluation:
Evaluation is done using a rubric.  Completed Evaluation – 20, Creative/Original Creation – 10, Completed Chart – 10, Oral Presentation – 10.  50 total points possible.





Notes:Submitted by:
Jenee’ Hensley

Contact info:
jhensley@hilldaleps.org

918-448-7131

The Ted Talk video is optional, depending on your time constraints, but my students and I found it very enjoyable.  Watch ahead so you are prepared to do the activities in the video.
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