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With spring break looming on the near horizon, the next few teacher tips will look at student engagement.  So what does it look like to have students engaged, especially when the calendar has long breaks?  Student engagement is an indicator of successful classroom instruction.  Students are engaged when they are attracted to their work, persist despite challenges and delight in accomplishments.  It can also refer to a student’s willingness to participate in the learning process.
Let’s not just look at the definition, however; let’s ask students what it takes to engage them in class.  When asked, most students want instruction to be hands-on or real-world.  These wants are closely followed by wanting the teacher to allow discussion and to give feedback.   The third thing students said helps engage them is having teachers who are passionate about what they are teaching while making it fun and interesting.
Keeping in mind what students want, let’s look at six basic rules for engaging students:
1. Make it meaningful.
2. Foster a sense of usefulness.
3. Provide self-sufficiency support.
4. Embrace collaborative learning.
5. Establish positive teacher-student relationships.
6. Promote mastery.
As teachers, it is our job to make all the students’ work worthy of their time and effort.  That can always be done by showing how the work will be used in real life.  Yet the best way is to relate whatever you are teaching to the student’s life today and to make it relative to the students.  It goes back to the basics of getting to know your students.
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