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This week we will continue to look at how you can get to know your students and how your students can get to know you and other students.  
Many teachers use icebreakers to get to know their students.  However, many icebreakers do more to make the students irritated and embarrassed, however, and many do not really help the students to get to know each other, so it is important to choose icebreakers that really help you and your students get acquainted in a comfortable and fun way.  
There are also student inventories that allow you to gather basic information like hobbies, nick names, technology at home, employment and extracurricular activities.  It can also be a way to identify allergies or health problems.   There are many out there, and several are free.
After you have gathered all this information, you need to respect the privacy of the students who gave it to you while at the same time use the information to connect the students to the lessons you are teaching.  The worst thing you can do is to collect this information and file it away and never look at it again.  Later in the year when you are asking students questions, they will look at you with the “What?” look knowing that they gave you that information already?  Use a method that will work for you and that you will use.  I preferred to store mine in folders for each student and keep notes on my seating chart, although I know many teachers that create spreadsheet or just have great memories.  
Getting to know your students sounds like a simple thing to do, but unfortunately we don’t end up putting as much effort into it as we think.  We get busy with the day-to-day task of teaching, and relationship-building can fall by the wayside.  I strongly encourage you to put a system in place to get to know your students.  I will be referring to this throughout the year, and it is one of the most important parts of your job.   
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